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Arkansas Valley Diesel Service, Inc.
Detroit Diesel-Cummins-Caterpillar-Allison-Freightliner/Sterling

6002 Highway 50 & 287 West
Lamar, CO 81052

Run Smart

Trevor La Cost
Delbert Pearson

Phone: 719-336-3241
Fax:  719-336-8159

110 North Main in Lamar
336-FLIP (3547)

Reserve Your Unique Birthday Party Today!!

WILD WEST
ATHLETICS
WILD WEST
ATHLETICS

Roll     Spin     Tumble     Leap
Jump      Move      Flip
Poise  •  Strength  •  Skill

110 North Main in Lamar
336-FLIP (3547)

110 North Main in Lamar
336-FLIP (3547) 

Roll     Spin     Tumble     LeapPoise  •  Strength  •  SkillJump      Move      Flip

205 South 10th Street, Lamar, CO 81052
719.336.3434

www.junipercommunities.com

Therapy:

• Physical

• Occupational

• Speech

Nurturing the spirit of lifeSM

March Blown Away Sale!!
•

•

bettiann’s

One One Two South Main
in Lamar

719.336.4761

March Blown Away Sale!!
Spend $50 plus and receive

a $10 Loyalty Certificate*

 Spend $100 plus and receive
a $20 Loyalty Certificate* *Use for future purchase

Office:  719-336-5484

Cell:  719-688-8814

E-mail:  tchavira@amfam.com

Website:  www.amfam.com

Access Anytime: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

HOME, AUTO,
BUSINESS,

FARM/RANCH,
LIFE, HEALTH

TONYA L CHAVIRA AGENCY

All your protection under one roof

Grow your own business with this two-
day SCORE workshop on Saturday, April 
7 & 21 at 10:30 - 4:30.  Register at www.
lamarcc.edu or call 336.1521. 

Simple Steps to Starting 

YOUR Business 

Lamar Getting Four Day School Week
Lamar School Board members cast a unanimous vote in favor of a four-day school week, 

starting next fall. The pros outweighed the cons among the board members who said the 
decision was basically driven by less budgeted revenue over the past several years. Last year, 
Lincoln Elementary school was closed as a cost cutting measure. The details of scheduling will 
be worked out by the administration before the start of the next school year.

Talara Coen, administrator of Alta Vista Charter School told the board, as she did dur-
ing discussions last year, the move will be detrimental to Alta Vista students, grades K-6. 
“Because of the bus schedules, the Alta Vista students will be leaving school later and get-
ting home at a much later hour than before,” she remarked. She recommended the board 
consider making use of the budget revenues to offset any shortfall being experienced, rather 
that switch to a four-day week. All other schools in the county are now on a four-day system. 
Those in favor of the move said the extra time each day will allow teachers to spend addi-
tional classroom hours with their students.

Board member Tim Wheaton said he considers Fridays to have become “lost” days. 
“Some teachers are using Fridays as a testing day for their classes, or that’s the day most class-
es are taking field trips,” he added. Board vice-president Alan Medina said he’d rather see the 
school district go to a four-day system, rather than reduce the teaching staff by four persons, 
and Danny Tinnes said he’d been speaking with Matt Neuhold at the Lamar Recreation 
Department to see if some classes could be offered on Friday to help fill the classroom void. 
Some other concerns voiced during last year’s discussion included how the four-day week 
would impact those families that have younger children. Adjustments will need to be made 
as to how those youngsters will be cared for if both parents are at work during the day.

Regarding finance, the board members approved the five field trips listed on the Mon-
day evening agenda, but remarked they’d like to see some future cost breakdown on how 
the funds authorized by the board are being applied. Board president Ron Peterson stated, 
“I realize that students hold fund-raisers to help offset some of the costs, and if they raise 
several thousand dollars and we contribute several hundred, that’s okay. What we don’t want 
to do is contribute several thousand when only $50 has been raised. We just need to know 
the breakdown.” There was also some discussion if some of the out-of-state trips could be 
held in Colorado if the subject material was going to be the same. The board was also asked 
by audience members to rethink cutting the Spanish position at the high school as well as 
Academic positions at the high and middle schools. By Russ Baldwin

Doug Thrall Declares Commissioner Candidacy
Lamar businessman Doug 

Thrall is entering the Prowers 
County commissioner’s race, 
declaring his candidacy for 
District III on the Democratic 
ticket.  His entry will put 
that district into a four way 
race among two Republicans; 
Roger Stagner and Wendy 
Buxton-Andrade and two 
Democrats, Jillane Hixson and 
Thrall.  Commissioner Gene 
Millbrand is not running for 
re-election.   His addition to 
the race could force a primary 
race for the local democrats. 

Thrall had been a local 
realtor several years ago, and 
recently returned from Utah last year as manager/owner of the Rodeway Cow Palace Inn.  
He has been overseeing major renovations to the motel which is now under the Roadway 
Inn franchise.  He recently became a board member to Prowers County Development 
Incorporated and the Prowers Lodging Tax Panel. 

“I’m running for commissioner to help develop jobs in the county,” he said.  “Since 
I’ve been with the Cow Palace Inn, I’ve seen how important it is to help develop jobs in 
this area.”  Thrall said for the past 40 years he’s been self-employed and knows what it 
takes to make things happen.  He added, “I’m not a politician, I’m a businessman and I’m 
going to approach my campaign in that manner.  We bring a lot of things to the state, but 
very few people realize that about southeast Colorado.”  Thrall stated that if elected, he 
wants to use his position as a commissioner to make SEBREA, the six county economic 
development group more visible and vocal to our local and state representatives. 

He supports PCDI, but wants it to become more proactive, seeking out one, two or 
ten man businesses to develop in the county.  “We don’t have the local housing to support 
a factory that would hire 100 persons, and larger cities would be in competition with us 
as well.  I don’t believe we need to try to attract that large a business,” he stated.   

Thrall said he’ll fill out the necessary paperwork for his candidacy for the third dis-
trict and plans to be on hand for the March 31 Democratic County Assembly at the Cow 
Palace Inn. Photo of Doug & Lee Thrall - By Russ Baldwin

PMC Board of Director Candidates Announced
Audrey Kane, Designated Election Official at Prowers Medical Center, said the public 

will receive their ballots for the May 8 hospital district election starting April 20.  There 
are six candidates for two open positions.   

The candidates are Andrew (Andy) B. Wyatt, Julie Branes, Ronny R. Farmer, Vincent 
Scott Yoder, Wayne R. Hudson and Diane Marie Broyles.  Gene Cruikshank and Joe Spitz, 
current board members, have indicated they will not run for re-election.  Board Chair-
man Jan Hall will not be up for re-election for two years and Marge Campbell and Candy 
Ruedeman are not running for re-election at this time.  As these are at-large positions, the 
two candidates receiving the most votes will be elected to the board of directors. 

Voters will also decide if they will approve a $5 million Capital Improvement Bond to 
construct a 13,000 square foot Outpatient Rehabilitation Center at the hospital.  A series 
of town hall meetings have been scheduled throughout the hospital district to outline the 
need for the Center.  The Prowers Medical Center medical staff unanimously endorsed 
the bond proposal during a March 20 meeting.  Ballots must be returned to Prowers 
Medical Center no later than May 8 to be counted. By Russ Baldwin

Visit us online at: www.theprowersjournal.com
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Win a $100 Gift Certificate
Get ALERT for the perfect prize this winter. Register by 5pm, April 2nd, 2012 to 

receive breaking news from The Prowers Journal email Alerts, and you could win a $100 
gift certificate from J & N Shoes, downtown Lamar.

J & N Shoes provides shoes, clothing and sports gear for the entire family. There’s no ob-
ligation to register for The Prowers Journal Alert emails, sponsored by Colorado East Bank 
& Trust. We email only breaking news stories to the email address you select, and that your 
email address is kept confidential. Stay up to date on local activities in your community…
breaking news stories, sometimes within minutes of it happening! Register your email at:  
theprowersjournal@gmail.com.

Remember our winter winner will be selected from all entries April 2nd, 2012 at 5pm 
and will get a $100 gift certificate from J & N Shoes, 100 South Main Street, Lamar.

JOEL WOELK
719.940.0249
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WINTER SPECIALS
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Sign & Graphic

Solutions
210 S Main St  •  Lamar, CO 81052

(719) 336-9095

email:  lorna.robinsonprint@gmail.com

 Decals • Posters • Banners • Truck Lettering
Logo Design •  Vehicle Skins • Vehicle Wraps

Custom Stickers • Back-Lit Signs

For ALL Your Signage and Vinyl
Needs. COME SEE US!

PROWERS MEDICAL GROUP
MEDICAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

LAMAR MEDICAL CLINIC
403 Kendall Drive  Lamar CO

(719) 336-6767

HOLLY MEDICAL CLINIC
410 West Colorado  Holly CO

(719) 537-6642

LAS ANIMAS FAMILY PRACTICE
304 Carson Avenue  Las Animas CO

(719) 456-6000

CONVENIENT CARE CLINIC
MORNINGS:  7:00 – 9:00 AM

EVENINGS:  4:00 – 8:00 PM

SATURDAYS:  9:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Restaurant Supplies
Janitorial Supplies
Party Supplies also...

Shredding

for more information:

(719) 336-5343
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Classes - Wednesdays
at 6:30p

811 S. Main
Lamar, CO 81052

Divorced?
   Separated?
for more information:

(719) 336-5343
Classes - Wednesdays

7p to 8p
811 S. Main

Lamar, CO 81052

1st Class Menu...

1st Class Service...

Enjoy Our
Sunday Brunch

1 1 am to 2 pm

Call for Winter Hours!
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1st Class Service...

Enjoy Our
Sunday Brunch

1 1 am to 2 pm

Call for Winter Hours!

H i g h w a y  5 0  •  G r a n a d a ,  C O  8 1 0 4 1
( 7 1 9 )  7 3 4 - 5 1 1 5   •   ( 7 1 9 )  7 3 4 - 5 1 1 6

F i n e  D i n i n g ,  C a s u a l  A t m o s p h e re

Optimized for 
Mobile!

Scan with your 
Smartphone

Like Us on Facebook 

Just Search for:
The Prowers Journal

WILEY
829-4811

LAMAR
336-4800

FDIC INSURED

Visit us online at: www.theprowersjournal.com

Fine Mexican
Cuisine

with a Touch of Americanh
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OPEN DAILY at 11:00 am
7 Days a Week

MUST BRING THIS AD IN TO REDEEM

100 Savage Avenue in Lamar  -  336.8888

MUST BRING THIS AD IN TO REDEEM

g

1ST   MARGARITA  $1.991ST   MARGARITA  $1.99

Obituaries
Larry Creaghe - February 12, 1920 – December 9, 2011 - A Celebration of Life Me-
morial Service for Denver, Colorado resident and former Lamar, CO. resident Larry Cre-
aghe will be held Saturday March 24, 2012 at 1:00 P.M. at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
in Lamar, CO. Rev. Caryl Miller will officiate and in-urnment will follow at Fairmount 
Cemetery with Full Military Honors by St. George S. Creaghe, Jr. Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post #3621 – Lamar, CO. Per the family’s request, cremation has taken place and 
there will be no public viewing. For additional information and online condolences please 
visit the website at www.valleymemorialfc.com.
Dorothy J. Johnson - July 7, 1941 – March 17, 2012 - Funeral services for longtime 
Lamar resident, Dorothy J. Johnson, will be held at 10:00 AM on Thursday, March 22, 
2012 at the Grace Lutheran Church in Lamar.  Reverend Duncan Sprague will officiate the 
service and burial will follow in the Fairmount Cemetery in Lamar.
Closed casket visitation for Mrs. Johnson will be held from 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM on 
Wednesday March 21, 2012 at the Peacock Funeral Home in Lamar.  For additional infor-
mation and online condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

Granada Trustees Approve New Fire Truck,
Discuss Truck Parking Ordinance

Granada is getting a new fire truck.  The town board voted to purchase a 1987 model 
from Washington State to replace the 1964 model currently in use.  Ricky Silva informed 
trustee members he had found a model priced at $8,000 that had around 54,000 miles of 
use.  It will cost an additional $2,500 to get the vehicle shipped to Granada.  The board 
had $12,000 in the 2012 budget for a replacement fire truck.  Silva said the old model will 
probably just be junked as it cannot be repaired. 

Granada will also be getting a new set of trustees next month.  An election will be 
held April 3 to determine a new mayor and four trustee positions which are currently 
open.  Town board secretary, Jackie Malone said she needs to authenticate the interested 
parties as eligible to receive votes.  Two persons are interested in the Mayor’s seat, being 
vacated by current Mayor Leslie Baca and there are five candidates for four Trustee seats.  
Deb Choat and Martin Jensen will run for re-election.  Of the five candidates, the four 
receiving the most votes will become Trustees. 

Ark Valley Internet was given permission to install a short broadcast antenna on the 
town’s water tower.  The company will pay $600 a year for rental space.  The internet pro-
vider was one of two businesses interested in using the tower, as mentioned in last month’s 
meeting, but Atmos Energy was only exploring sites at that point. 

Granada Trustees will search town records, and John Hopper of the Amache Preserva-
tion Society, will search out records regarding insurance coverage and a lease agreement 
and easement for Camp Amache.  The Friends of Amache were also given a lease from 
the town in 2008 for management of the historical landmark in Granada.  Hopper said 
Denver University is sending down students this summer for a field school, and he has 
been working on funding sources to recreate a portion of Camp Amache as it was during 
the early 1940s, serving as an internment camp for close to 7,000 Japanese descendents 
during World War II.  Several hundred tourists and relatives of those who once lived in 
Camp Amache visit the site each summer. 

The trustees passed on first reading a revised ordinance prohibiting fully-loaded, 
heavy-duty trucks from parking on paved streets in Granada.  The weight of the vehicles 
is causing the pavement to fracture and crumble, resulting in costly repairs for the town.  
Resident Wanda Schibblehut protested the ordinance, claiming truck driving is one of 
the few decent paying jobs people have in the community and the ordinance will penal-
ize them when they’re trying to earn a living.  The police and trustees explained that they 
aren’t trying to put people out of jobs, but an ordinance is needed to help prevent the 
parking situation.   

Police officer Daniel Gorton has signed up a over a dozen students from grade 8 to 
seniors, who would join a police Explorers Group, taught by him.  The department is 
waiting to see if a grant, which pays Gorton’s salary will be renewed.  Funding for the Ex-
plorer’s program was also included in the application.  Gorton will attend an Emergency 
Services Career Fair at Red Rocks Community College next month.  He will use one of 
the town patrol cars to attend, but will also have some repair work done on the vehicle 
while there.  The town held off on a decision to purchase a Stalker Lidar laser radar system 
for speeding motorists.  The department said they can only chart speeders coming and 
going in a direct line of sight.  The new unit will allow the police to park almost anywhere 
to get a court-enforceable reading of speeders in Granada.  The trustees wanted to know 
if the increase in ticket fees would offset the purchase price.  The department issued 42 
citations between November 2011 and March 2012 with a face value of $7,214.75. 

In light of lack of raises for municipal employees, the trustees voted to absorb the 8% 
health insurance premium increase on the new insurance policy.  The difference is about 
$40 per month, per employee.  The trustees said the town will pay the utility light bills for 
use of the gym and ball fields instead of the Granada Recreation Department. The city’s 
water supply system passed a quality test, but a review will be taken to find out how many 
businesses have a cross-connect water line which might cause some future contamination.  
The trustees decided to put out the summer park maintenance program for bids.  Trustee 
DeBono told the board that there are two beaver dams along the levees that need to come 
down.  The Army Corps of Engineers notified the town last year that the levee system 
needs to be improved to maintain a better insurance status.  That project will go out to bid 
as well.  The town will begin last minute clean-up/spruce-up projects on the old museum, 
in anticipation of tourist information kiosks being set up for the spring and summer sea-
son.  The city complex has been rented for several future events, on March 25, April 21, 
April 30 and May 26.  The next trustee meeting will be held April 4 at which time the new 
trustees will be sworn in following the election. By Russ Baldwin

Upcoming Events
Thursday, March 22 - McClave School Play • Prowers County Commissioners Meeting
Friday, March 23 - Chamber Wine Tasting Night, Cow Palace Inn
Saturday, March 24 - Lamar Elks Lodge, Crab Crack, 6:30pm • Senior Center Dance 
at 7pm with Bob & Jody Sturgess • Wild West Athletics Gymnastics Competition • Gran-
ada Pride Steak Dinner & Barn Dance
Monday, March 26 - Lamar City Council Meeting, 7pm • No School Granada, P/T 
Conferences
Tuesday, March 27 - PCDI Board Meeting, 7:30am
Lamar Utilities Board, Noon
Boy Scout Troop 223, Movie Night at Library
Prowers County Commissioners Meeting
Wednesday, March 28 - Prowers Medical Center Board Meeting, 7pm


