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Full Agenda for Granada Town Board
The Granada Town Board covered a lot of ground on their agenda this past Wednes-

day, October 12. Board members discussed dissolving the town’s electrical board and 
phasing out the sanitation board as both improvement bonds utilized by both entities for 
community projects have since expired.

Mayor Leslie Baca has been informed about pending electric rate hikes for Granada 
residents by SECPA director Jack Wolfe. At the same time, the town board has $100,000 
in reserves and customers have been paying a monthly two cent charge per kilowatt hour 
to retire the debt on the town’s electrical system improvements. The board decided to keep 
a half a cent charge on the payments which will be used to lessen payments for any future 
repairs. The Trustees intend to pass a resolution at the November meeting to dissolve 
the electrical board. The electrical lines in Granada need serious tree trimming, as Wolfe 
said money is being lost each time a tree limb touches a power line, and Granada has a 
lot of hanging limbs. Wolfe cautioned that the town should accept bids from companies 
equipped to handle the tree trimming job and not let town crews handle the task, as they 
are not properly trained or equipped to work with power lines carrying that level of cur-
rent, and problems or injuries could result in large liability issues.

A Trustee will meet this Monday with the three member sanitation board to discuss 
how best to phase out the group and let city crews assume those regularly scheduled tasks. 
One was the periodic flushing of sewer mains in Granada and routine scheduling to make 
sure all the mains were flushed on a regular basis. Lawrence McMillan said he didn’t feel it 
was much of a problem as you could see water running when you lifted a manhole cover 
in town. Trustee Jarene DeBono asked if any preventative maintenance was performed on 
the mains, referring to a situation in which blue jeans, mop heads and plastic containers 
had been found clogging one line. It was recommended that some precautions be taken to 
prevent the manhole covers from being too easily accessible to the general public.

Mary Root, Norma Dorenkamp and Judy Walden from Canyons and Plains heritage 
tourism group discussed how GOCO funds will be used to have Granada serve as one of 
four ‘gateway’ sites for tourists entering the state. Walden said a ‘wayfind’ system is being 
developed to provide information about the local site and the region through a number 
of kiosks being developed. Other sites in southeast Colorado include Eads, Fowler and 
Springfield. $80,000 has been provided, with $40,000 from Preserve America to highlight 
area history and $40,000 from the Division of Wildlife to provide travelers with nature-
based information. The proposed kiosk will offer information about Camp Amache and 
Granada and a local committee will be appointed to develop an information narrative. 
The proposed site for the building will be the former city clerk’s office, near the commu-
nity building. Walden said such sites also help capture tourist dollars for a town through 
their amenities for travelers. By Russ Baldwin

Voces Unidas Hosts 5th Annual Banquet
John Maxwell, the director of the Compassion Center in Lamar received the Voces 

Unidas Citizenship award during the 5th annual banquet at the Lamar Eagles Lodge this 
past Saturday, October 15. Maxwell has been in charge of the Compassion Center at 710 
West Olive Street since March of this year. Maxwell thanked the diversity oriented organi-
zation and stressed the need to work to end hunger for Lamar’s school students. He noted 
that we are a wasteful society, judging from the amount of usable refuse we throw away 
each day, and added that he hoped the community can continue to find ways to band 
together to assist our neighbors in need.

Others recognized by the Voces Unidas committee members included Suzie Lira win-
ning the Professional Category award, Lira is a Lamar High School senior, who among other 
accomplishments, was voted DECA state president. Cub Scout Pack 218 and Boy Scout 
Pack 223 were included in the Organization Awards, with specific mention going to Greg 
Ludwig and Shane Dashner, for the roles they’ve played in both groups, building additional 
members and urging those youngsters to work to support their organizations and scouting in 
general in the area. It was noted that popcorn sales had climbed almost eightfold in the past 
several years, and the scouts earn 30% of their sales to support their activities.

The featured speaker of the evening was former state senate candidate, Michael Bow-
man, now an Independent Strategic Advisor. Bowman updated efforts on the 25-25 Re-
newable Energy Campaign for Colorado, adding there are now 1,200 different organiza-
tions working to achieve greater sources of renewable energy in the state. Bowman also 
spoke to how rural communities such as Lamar can prosper by finding niche markets 
along the Front Range in Colorado. “We’re not going to see much support from the fed-
eral level. Washington is fundamentally broken,” he told the gathering, stressing the need 
for smaller communities to band together to develop their own resources.  He offered 
Lincoln county’s new wind farm as an example of rural communities capitalizing on their 
resources to a Front Range market.

Shane Dashner hosted the evening festivities which included remarks from outgoing 
Chairperson Rene Gonzales and incoming Chairperson, Gerry Jenkins. Other committee 
leadership members include Kirk Crespin as Vice-Chair, Angela Chairez as Secretary, Brenda 
Estrada as Treasurer and Denise Estep continuing her role as Historian. By Russ Baldwin

Visit us online at: www.theprowersjournal.com

Cow Palace Inn Auction Scheduled
Most of the changes taking place at the Cow Palace Inn have been internal. Since the 

Lamar motel was sold this past summer to Palace Holdings, LLC, various upgrades and 
improvements have occurred. Manager Doug Thrall said brand new kitchen equipment is 
scheduled to be delivered the week of October 17 and as he was speaking this past Friday, 
over 100 new mattresses were being off-loaded from delivery trucks.

Other changes that have occurred include new, flat-screen televisions for every room 
and new, water-saving toilets are also being installed. The restaurant is quiet now, but 
Thrall said he’s searching for chefs for the operation and the menu is being modified. 
“We’re definitely going to have some new items on the new menu,” he said, “And we’re 
going to keep some of the favorites as well. What I want is someone who can provide a 
first-class steak for our customers.” He said he’d like to have the restaurant operational be-
fore the annual Two Shot Goose Hunt which is scheduled for the last week of November 
and the early part of December. He said the local hiring for the kitchen and wait staff will 
start shortly before that point.

All of the old furniture and equipment from the rooms, plus the contents of the metal 
storage building to the rear of the motel will be up for auction the last Saturday of this month, 
October 29, and will be conducted by Larry Lusher of Farmer Stockman. Lusher said flyers 
will be going out shortly, and he has already received inquiries about the mattresses and linens 
from some of the smaller, mom and pop motels in the region. Thrall said the auction will begin 
that Saturday at 9am at the southwest corner of the parking lot and motel. Chairs, tables, beds, 
desks, new linens and a host of other items will be presented at that time.

A public hearing has been set for October 24 by the Lamar City Council for a liquor 
license hearing for The Cow Palace Inn, and the Lamar Redevelopment Board recently 
approved $35,000 in funding for sewer upgrades for the facility. By Russ Baldwin
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The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.
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Like Us on Facebook 
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The Prowers Journal

Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the 

Lamar Parks and Rec Department.   Just like a li-

brary, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls, 

hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball 

nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and 

horseshoes.  Check yours out today, call 336-2774.

Sign up for Breaking News at: theprowersjournal@gmail.com
And be entered for a chance to Win A $50 gift certificate at Chez Duvall’s

Fine Mexican
Cuisine
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New Photography Club in Lamar
The High Plains Photographers
Meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of

each month at 6:30 p.m. at
Viaero Wireless.

For Young and Old
For Amateur and Professional

Call (719) 688-7720
for more information
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each month at 6:30 p.m. at
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For Young and Old
For Amateur and Professional

Call (719) 688-7720
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Granada Town Government 

Town Clerk ........................734-5411

Police .................................734-5211

Fire .....................................734-5211

Bristol Fire .........................734-5311

High School .......................734-5492

WILEY
829-4811

LAMAR
336-4800

FDIC INSURED

Restaurant Supplies
Janitorial Supplies
Party Supplies also...

Shredding

Win with The Prowers Journal Alert 
The Prowers Journal invites you to register to receive Alert News Bulletins sponsored 

by Colorado East Bank and Trust and win a $50 gift certificate to Chez DuVall’s Restau-
rant in Granada.

 Register by sending us your email address.  You’ll be able to receive fast-breaking 
news stories online from The Prowers Journal.  Your email address will be kept confiden-
tial, and you’ll stay up to date with local news developments in Prowers County.

 If we select your name, you’ll win a $50 gift certificate to dine at Chez DuVall’s 
Restaurant in Granada, a truly unique dining experience.  Chez DuVall’s offers first class 
meals with first class service in a casual dining atmosphere.  Perfect for a family get-
together, a business lunch, or for a romantic dinner for two, Chez DuVall’s Restaurant 
makes dining an enjoyable experience.

 Be sure to register before 5pm, Monday, October 24 by sending your request to 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to enter our contest and to receive our Journal News 
Alerts.  Chez DuVall’s is located at 107 West Goff (on Highway 50) Street in Granada.

Obituaries
Richard L. Wright - May 6, 1948 – October 14, 2011 - Per Richard’s request, cre-

mation has taken place and there will be no public visitation.  A private family scattering 
of cremains will take place at a later date.  Those desiring to make memorial contributions 
may do so to the Lamar Area Hospice, P.O. Box 843, Lamar, CO. 81052 either directly or 
through Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel, P.O. Box 950, Lamar, CO. 81052.  For online 
condolences please visit the website at www.valleymemorialfc.com.

Jeffie Junior Hoover - November 13, 1924 – October 5, 2011 - Graveside funeral 
services and burial for Holly, Colorado resident Jeffie Junior Hoover were held Saturday 
October 8, 2011 at the Holly Cemetery, Holly, Colorado. Rev. Kathy Leathers officiated. 
Full military honors were bestowed by the Holly V.F.W. Post #4281.  Those desiring 
may make memorial contributions to the Holly United Methodist Church or the Holly 
Nursing Care Center, directly or through Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel, P.O. Box 275, 
Holly, CO 81047.  For additional information and online condolences please visit the 
website at www.valleymemorialfc.com.

Berney Gail Hoover - December 5, 1918 – October 13, 2011 - Graveside funeral 
services and burial for longtime Holly, Colorado resident Berney Gail Hoover were held 
Monday October 17, 2011 at the Holly Cemetery, Holly, Colorado.  Those desiring may 
make memorial contributions to the Holly Volunteer Fire and Ambulance Fund, the Hol-
ly United Methodist Church, or to the charity of one’s choice, directly or through Valley 
Memorial Funeral Chapel, P.O. Box 275, Holly, CO 81047.  For additional information 
and online condolences please visit the website at www.valleymemorialfc.com.

Gertrude “Gertie” Williams - July 28, 1925 – October 17, 2011 - A celebration 
of Life service for longtime Lamar, Colorado resident Gertrude “Gertie” Williams will be 
held at 2:30 P.M. on Thursday October 20, 2011 at Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in 
Lamar, CO.  Graveside committal and burial will follow in Fairmount Cemetery in La-
mar, CO. Visitation for Gertie will be held from 10:00 A.M. to service time on Thursday 
October 20, 2011 at Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in Lamar, CO.  Memorial contribu-
tions to the Lamar Area Hospice, P.O. Box 843, Lamar, CO 81052 directly or through 
Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in Lamar, CO.  For additional information and online 
condolences please visit the website at www.valleymemorialfc.com.

Shannon L. Wilder - September 15, 1970 - October 8, 2011 - Graveside memo-
rial services for former Lamar, Colorado resident Shannon L. Wilder will be held at 2:00 
P.M. Tuesday October 25, 2011 at Fairmount Cemetery , Lamar, CO. Rev. Ian Blacker 
will officiate.  Per Shannon’s request, cremation has taken place and there will be no pub-
lic visitation.  Those desiring may make memorial contributions to the Shannon Wilder 
memorial fund in care of Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel, P.O. Box 950, Lamar, CO 
81052.  For additional information and online condolences please visit the website at 
www.valleymemorialfc.com.

Edith L. McMillan - August 20, 1914 - October 17, 2011 - Graveside Memorial 
Services for lifelong Granada resident, Edith L. McMillan will be held on Saturday, Oc-
tober 22 at 1:00 PM at the Sunnyslope Cemetery in Bristol, Colorado with close family 
friend, David Crossland officiating. Per Edith’s request cremation has taken place and 
there will be no public visitation. Memorial contributions may be made to the Granada 
First Responders or to the Lamar Area Hospice either direct or through the Peacock Fu-
neral Home. For current information and online condolences please visit the website at 
www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

Upcoming Events
Thursday, October 20 - Lamar Chamber Board Meeting, 7am • Prowers County 
Commissioners Meeting
Saturday, October 22 - 6:30-8pm, Lamar Elks Lobster Dinner, RSVP Oct 17
Monday, October 24 - Lamar City Council, 7pm
Tuesday, October 25 - PCDI Monthly Board Meeting, 7:30am • Lamar Utility Board, 
Noon • Last Day to Apply for Mail Ballot for November Election
Wednesday, October 26 - PMC Board Meeting, 7pm

Wind Farm Eyed for South of Granada
Dr. Nick Azari, CEO of Arion Energy, LLC has requested a letter of support from the 

Prowers County Commissioners, part of the needed process to secure a permit to proceed 
for an application to construct a wind farm that will serve Colorado Springs. 

Azari spoke by phone to the commissioners and Lisa Nolder, Executive Director of 
PCDI during the commissioner’s regular meeting, October 13.  Azari, who has met with 
the commissioners before, explained his company had been shortlisted in a PPA, power 
purchase agreement with Colorado Springs utilities for a 50 megawatt, 31 turbine wind 
farm, south and east of Lamar.  The project is also being fast-tracked, as Azari said the 
facility would be producing power by the end of 2012.  He also stated that transmission 
line connections would be handled using existing lines in the area and power would be 
routed to Colorado Springs through a substation north of Lamar. 

The commissioners had some concern regarding 1041 land use provisions,  and EPA 
impact studies and Azaria stated that those can run in tandem with the construction.  
Mary Root, Prowers County Land Use Administrator was also contacted by phone for 
her input to the plan and noted that 30 days would be required for a public hearing on 
the permit and notification would also have to be made to landowners regarding mineral 
rights on the properties in question.  Nolder said the proposed farm would be east of the 
Iberdrola wind farm, but would encounter basically the same wind conditions as the ones 
located off highway 287 by Gobbler’s Knob.  She added Azaria’s plans call for seven full 
time employees once the farm was complete, but there was no mention of how many 
employees would be needed to assemble and erect the turbines and towers.  Arion Energy, 
LLC is one of several companies that have been contacted to submit a Power Purchase 
Agreement.  Colorado Springs utility authorities will make the decision as to which com-
pany will construct the proposed wind farm. 

In other business developments, the commissioners were given a jobs and business 
assessment by Bill Dutro, Executive Director of the Small Business Development Center 
in La Junta.  Dutro said he’s received 17 business related inquiries for Prowers County so 
far this year and has had four new business start-ups.  Out of the six counties in Southeast 
Colorado, he’s noted 108 new client files and has seen 37 jobs added to the labor force and 
22 positions have been retained.  To date this year, there have been 25 new business starts 
for the area, and $2.9 million has been loaned for business development.  Dutro added 
that despite the tight loan regulations that area banks are now working with, this past year 
has seen significant job development. By Russ Baldwin
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