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Make an investment in your future
by sharpening your skills or earning
your degree. Find scholarship
opportunities at www.lamarcc.edu/
scholarships.

Invest in YOU

FREE
Take One!

Get a new  
lease on  
renters  
insurance.

Anna M Carere, Agent
701 S. Main St
Lamar, CO 81052
Bus: 719-336-5212
anna.carere.st2f@statefarm.com

Just pennies a day.
Did you know your landlord's insurance only covers the building? 

Protect your stuff. There's no reason to take a chance.  

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

statefarm.com®

Arkansas Valley Diesel Service, Inc.
Detroit Diesel-Cummins-Caterpillar-Allison-Freightliner/Sterling

6002 Highway 50 & 287 West
Lamar, CO 81052

Run Smart

Trevor La Cost
Delbert Pearson

Phone: 719-336-3241
Fax:  719-336-8159

Professional Tree & Lawn Care

Lawn Fertilization
Tree Injection

Pest/Disease Control
Bare Ground/Weed Control

Serving Southeast  Colorado 

CLAY PEACOCK

209 South Fourth Street
Lamar, Colorado 81052
Phone: (719) 336-2234

www.peacockfuneralhome.com

Four Generations of Trust and ServiceFour Generations of Trust and Service

Visit us online at: www.theprowersjournal.com
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Cow Palace Inn Sold
Doug Thrall, former Lamar real estate businessman said today, August 9, he repre-

sents an investment group that has purchased the Cow Palace Inn, in Lamar.  Thrall and 
his wife, Lieanna managed Palace Holdings, LLC which has purchased the property from 
Zions First National Bank in Utah.  Although he wasn’t specific, Thrall said the motel 
purchase price was under $1 million.  He told The Prowers Journal his group expects to 
invest $700,000 to $800,000 in renovations over the next several months.  

Thrall said that although he has been involved in real estate ventures and home loans 
in Salt Lake City, Utah for the past several years, he expects to spend time in Lamar over-
seeing the refurbishment project including motel, lounge and restaurant.  Each aspect of 
the Cow Palace will have its own separate manager who will work under Thrall.  “I want 
to restore this motel to the way people remember it, as the convention center of southeast 
Colorado back in the 70s and early 80s,” he stated. 

Thrall said the motel will retain its name, and will be franchised under Rodeway 
Inn, a subsidiary of the Choice Hotel chain.  He added that he wants to employ local 
contractors and suppliers for the operation and provide the motel with an almost entirely 
new look.  “The most immediate work will begin on all the rooms,” Thrall said this past 
Tuesday afternoon.  “We’re buying new furniture, new king and queen sized beds and bed-
ding, new furniture for the lounge and restaurant, and new kitchen equipment.”  “Our 
first priority will be to bring the motel up to specifications required by the Rodeway Inn 
Corporation,” Thrall stated.  He said all the ceiling tiles will be replaced, the parking area 
will be resurfaced and the blue tint to the Cow Palace Inn roof will be changed to sport 
a copper-colored motif.  “We plan to put a new surface area on the swimming pool and 
replace the hot tub.  I want to go after conventions, weddings, anniversaries, and actively 
pursue organizations that will hold their conventions in Lamar at the Cow Palace Inn,” 
he said.  

Other changes include remodeling the restaurant and the lounge.  “Right now, when 
you walk past the reception desk, you can either go in to one of the two areas.  Our plans 
call for an entryway that takes you directly into the inner courtyard with a middle con-
nection that allows you a choice,” he said.  Other changes include renovating the ground 
floor hallway rooms into office or retail space and the second floor can be used as executive 
office suites.  Thrall plans for a full-time staff between 25 and 30 employees, including 
bellhops who will take a patron’s luggage to their rooms and provide other amenities.  The 
restaurant will serve a full breakfast, lunch and dinner, and Thrall said some early plans 
call for occasional buffets.  By early September, he plans to hold a full-scale auction of all 
the used and stored furniture on the premises and what had been stored by the last owners 
of the Cow Palace Inn, Dhillon Enterprises of California.  That group purchased the Cow 
Palace Inn in 1994. 

The most recent history of the Cow Palace Inn had it placed in receivership to Na-
tionwide Asset Management Group out of Utah.  That transaction went through the local 
courts on January 28 of this year.  The foreclosure proceedings on the Cow Palace Inn 
took place in Prowers County on May 4.  Since that time, the motel has remained open, 
but the restaurant and lounge remained closed and employed only a skeleton staff.  Thrall 
said he wants the remodeling job completed in time for the approaching holiday season 
and ready to accommodate local Christmas parties. By Russ Baldwin

Lamar Council Okays Initial Plans for Water Connect
Project to PMC, High Plains Clinic

The Lamar City Council appointed City Administrator Bill Pfeilsticker to the Lamar 
Building Finance Corporation, replacing Ron Stock.  Stock had been serving a ten year 
term that expires in 2019.  Previous board of director presidents had been city adminis-
trators.  The term will expire on November 8 of that year.  Pfeilsticker was hired by the 
council to replace Stock this past July.  The Lamar Building Finance Corporation approves 
the payments of the Certificates of Participation for the Community Building and Lamar 
Library.  A representative from the Lamar Parks and Recreation Department and the Li-
brary board also serve on the Corporation. 

Pfeilsticker explained to the council the need to replace a water main near Prowers 
Medical Center, along Memorial Drive in the city.  A 25 year old, 14” cast iron main pipe 
supplies water to the hospital, High Plains Clinic and the Legacy and needs to be replaced.  
Plans call for the new main to be looped to provide independent water sources to each of 
the three facilities.  The cost of the design and bidding process will cost $18,000 according 
to the city’s water engineering firm, TEC, which recommended the project.  A portion of 
the actual project could be funded by ARRA and Revolving Fund loans.  Mayor Roger 
Stagner noted the city has $400,000 remaining in the funding for future water projects.  
There was no timetable given to move ahead with construction.  

The administrator explained the city’s on-going plan to replace outdated water meters 
with a “Radio-Read” system.  $40,000 in Capital Improvements was requested by the wa-
ter department for replacements in the 2011 budget.  The cost for 108 three-quarter inch 
meters and 16, one-inch meters is $25,202.84.  Pfeilsticker told the council this will be 
the only meter purchase the city makes in 2011.  The council approved the expenditure. 

Under contract provisions with the CDOT Aeronautical Board for improvements to 
the Lamar airport, the city is required to provide a base contract detailing project costs.  
This past May, Jviation Inc. was awarded the engineering contract for future improvements 
at the airport for a five year term.  The base contract describes the costs for professional 
services associated with preliminary designs, bidding requirements and construction man-
agement.  Total costs for the airport project are $387,000 from CDOT and $43,000 from 
the city of Lamar with $36,000 for labor and equipment and $7,000 in cash.  The project 
includes construction of a concrete tie down for heavy aircraft, concrete fuel containment 
at the fuel farm and asphalt reconstruction of a large portion of the airport tarmac.  The 
completed project will improve drainage for the tarmac area at the airport. 

In other action, the council decided on August 15 at 6pm at either the Cultural Events 
Center or the city council chambers for a joint meeting with the Prowers County Com-
missioners to discuss areas of common interest.  Administrator Pfeilsticker noted the Sand 
& Sage Parade this year will be held August 13 at 10am and the annual free Ice Cream 
Social will begin at 6pm on August 18 at Willow Creek Park near the swimming pool 
parking lot.  By Russ Baldwin
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The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
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411 East Elm St - Lamar, CO - 719.688.6371

SUMMER AC
TIVITIES

AUGUST 19th

BACK TO SCHOOL LUAU
from 6 - 8 pm

at the Lamar Park

Questions?  Call Callie 719.688.6371

formerly P3

We hope everyone enjoyed
their Summer!

Good Luck this Fall!!

Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the 

Lamar Parks and Rec Department.   Just like a li-

brary, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls, 

hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball 

nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and 

horseshoes.  Check yours out today, call 336-2774.

WANTED
Man or Woman with Integrity

Those Without Need Not Apply
Detention Deputy & Patrol Deputy

contact Undersheriff Ron Trowbridge

(719) 336-8050
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Sign up for Breaking News at: theprowersjournal@gmail.com
you Will be entered for a chance to Win A Free Night at Cuchara Inn
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Obituaries
Juanita May - June 6, 1928 – August 2, 2011 - A Graveside Celebration of Life for long-
time Wiley resident, Juanita May was held Saturday, August 6, 2011 at Fairmount Cem-
etery.   Services were under the direction of the Peacock Family.  For current information and 
online condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Bill Burgess - June 4, 1951 – August 3, 2011 - A celebration of life memorial service for 
longtime Granada, Colorado resident, Bill Burgess, was  Monday August 8, 2011 at the Pea-
cock Family Chapel in Lamar.  John Sykes  officiated the service and a private family burial 
will take place at a later date.  Following the service the family received friends at Chez Du-
Vall’s in Granada for a time of fellowship and sharing.  Per Bill’s request, cremation will take 
place and there was no public visitation. For additional information and online condolences 
please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com
Maxine C. Dashner - December 6, 1916 – August 6, 2011 - A celebration of life 
funeral service for lifetime Prowers county resident, Maxine Dashner will be held at 10:00 
AM on Thursday, August 11, 2011 at the Lamar Christian Church with Ian Blacker 
officiating. Interment will follow at Fairmount Cemetery.   Visitation will be held on 
Wednesday August 10, 2011 from 1:00PM until 7:00PM at the Peacock Funeral Home.   
For current information and online condolences please visit the website at www.peacock-
funeralhome.com.
Glee Lance - August 11, 1929 – August 5, 2011 - A Celebration of Life Funeral Service 
for longtime Lamar resident, Glee Lance, was held Tuesday, August 9, 2011 at 11:00AM 
at the Peacock Family Chapel with Pastor John Morrison of the Lamar Missionary Bap-
tist Church officiating. Interment will be held on Thursday, August 11, 2011 at 2:00 
PM (CST) at Lance Cemetery in Alton, Missouri.   Those desiring may make memorial 
contributions to the Last Chance Animal Shelters either directly or in care of the funeral 
home office.  For current information and online condolences please visit our website at 
www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Alonzo G. Goodman - February 13, 1927 - August 6, 2011 - Memorial services for 
longtime Lamar resident Alonzo G. Goodman will be held at 11:00 A.M. Saturday August 
13, 2011 at Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in Lamar, CO.  Rev. Ray Matteson will offici-
ate and in-urnment will follow in Fairmount Cemetery, Lamar.  Per Mr. Goodman’s request 
cremation has taken place and there will be no public visitation. Those desiring may make 
memorial contributions to the Alonzo Goodman Memorial Fund, in care of Valley Memo-
rial Funeral Chapel , P.O.Box 950, Lamar, CO. 81052.  For additional information and 
online condolences please visit the website at www.valleymemorialfc.com

Upcoming Events
Thursday, August 11 - Sand & Sage Ham/Bean Dinner at Fairgrounds, 5:30pm • 
County Commissioner Meeting 
Friday, August 12 - Adult Center Grand Opening at HPCHC, 11am to 2pm • Sand & 
Sage PRCA Rodeo/BBQ, Fairgrounds 
Saturday, August 13 - Sand & Sage Fair Parade, 10am • Softball World Series Champi-
onship Game, Sports Complex • PRCA Rodeo/BBQ 
Sunday, August 14 - Lamar Area Hospice Angels Open, Golf Tournament, Spreading Antlers 
Tuesday, August 16 - Lodging Tax Panel, 4pm, PCDI, downtown Lamar 

Softball Series into the Home Stretch
 

Double elimination bracket play in the Babe Ruth 16U World Series games began 
earlier today, August 10 at Citizen’s Field in Lamar.  Pool play concluded on Tuesday 
with Wilson County, N.C. as the American Division leader with a 4-0 record, followed 
by Levittown, N.Y. at 3-1 and Hamburg, Ark. At 2-2.

The Wausau, WI team in the National Division is the front runner with a 4-0 record 
since Saturday, followed by Lodi, CA at 3-1 and North Olympic, WA at 2-2.  The East Cen-
tral Colorado team was 1-3 in pool play and the host team, Lamar All Stars was 0-4.  Lamar 
fought through every game in the Series, losing two of their four games by one run. 

The bracket line up for Citizen’s Field for Wednesday, August 10 will have Lodi vs 
Hamburg, with the winner meeting Wilson County this afternoon, and Levittown will 
go against North Olympic, with that winner moving on to play against Wausau. 

The championship game is set for this Saturday at 6pm and if necessary, a final game 
will be played at 8pm that night.

School Board Approves Personnel and Policy Revisions
Minor revisions to various school policies were approved by Lamar RE-2 school dis-

trict board members during the August 9 monthly meeting.  As explained by Superinten-
dent Dave Tecklenburg, the revisions were upgrades from CASB policies and no major 
policy revisions were involved.  On the same note, board members approved student 
handbooks for Washington, Parkview and Lamar Middle School.  The handbooks reflect 
the board’s policies for the district.  Posting a district vacation calendar was suggested 
by board member, Tim Wheaton in light of policy changes, and Tecklenburg discussed 
which staff members should report for work during weather related school closings.  The 
superintendent also stated that guidelines will be available for district staff regarding poli-
cies for social media and facebook use. 

Superintendent Tecklenburg noted increases in workmen’s compensation claims over 
the past several years, to the point where the district may be placed on a probationary 
status.  He noted that in one year, claims increased from $9,300 to $114,000.  He said the 
cost of premiums has stayed level with last year, but noted that there are about 30 fewer 
employees for the 2011-2012 year.  Tecklenburg suggested the district take advantage of 
a training program to improve the claim process and upgrade the district’s status.  Board 
president, Ron Peterson, said he was familiar with those programs which should aid the 
compensation process and help make it speedier. 

On other budget notes, the board approved the fuel bid for Wallace Gas and Oil for 
the 2011-2012 school year, and discussed the need to find a replacement bus for special 
education students.  The current bus, a 1992 model, will probably last the year, Tecklen-
burg said, but the board needs to start looking for a used replacement.   In another cost-
cutting move, the board discussed how many members should attend the annual CASB 
convention in Colorado Springs the first week in December.  The meeting is held at the 
Broadmoor Convention Center, and the board discussed having members stay at a less 
expensive hotel.  Traditionally, new members attend the meetings, and with director elec-
tions this November, the number of persons attending may alter.   

Washington Elementary School Principal, Kenny Davis, reviewed his recommenda-
tions with the board for a standards based report card for Washington students.  Board 
members approved the project in which the cards will be based on a grading grid which 
will provide parents with a results-based report on how well their students are perform-
ing in reading/math and social studies/science categories.  Davis said he would keep the 
board posted on how well the new program is working.  The board also discussed the need 
to continue to pick up and bus students from the Lincoln School area.  Superintendent 
Tecklenburg suggested the pick up point be as safe a location as possible from traffic, as 
there will be no supervision for students given the school’s closing this year.  

In other action, the board recommended that given the exceedingly tight budget, 
future wood shop projects be paid for by students.  An estimated $15,000 is spent each 
year by the district on wood for the student projects.  Superintendent Tecklenburg said 
he’s working with the county on a grant for radios required in the district by next June in 
order to be in compliance with National Incident Management policies.  The emergency 
radios would tie in various frequencies for the schools and administration office.  This 
would allow better communication with city and county emergency responders during 
any type of emergency. By Russ Baldwin


