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Make an investment in your future
by sharpening your skills or earning
your degree. Find scholarship
opportunities at www.lamarcc.edu/
scholarships.

Invest in YOU

FREE
Take One!

Get a new  
lease on  
renters  
insurance.

Anna M Carere, Agent
701 S. Main St
Lamar, CO 81052
Bus: 719-336-5212
anna.carere.st2f@statefarm.com

Just pennies a day.
Did you know your landlord's insurance only covers the building? 

Protect your stuff. There's no reason to take a chance.  

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

statefarm.com®

Arkansas Valley Diesel Service, Inc.
Detroit Diesel-Cummins-Caterpillar-Allison-Freightliner/Sterling

6002 Highway 50 & 287 West
Lamar, CO 81052

Run Smart

Trevor La Cost
Delbert Pearson

Phone: 719-336-3241
Fax:  719-336-8159

Professional Tree & Lawn Care

Lawn Fertilization
Tree Injection

Pest/Disease Control
Bare Ground/Weed Control

Serving Southeast  Colorado 

CLAY PEACOCK

209 South Fourth Street
Lamar, Colorado 81052
Phone: (719) 336-2234

www.peacockfuneralhome.com

Four Generations of Trust and ServiceFour Generations of Trust and Service

Visit us online at: www.theprowersjournal.com
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Hope and Frustration over Fort Lyon Prison Closing
Governor Hickenlooper met with Fort Lyon prison employees in Las Animas today, 

July 26, and later discussed alternatives for the future closing of the prison with a host of 
Bent County and Las Animas officials including Las Animas Mayor Lawrence Sena, all 
three Bent County Commissioners, State Representative Wes McKinley and State Sena-
tor Kevin Grantham. The meeting with the prison employees was closed to the public, 
but Hickenlooper later expressed a positive outlook that an alternate plan for the prison 
would be found. Because of state budget cuts, the prison will cease operation on March 
1, 2012, sending almost 400 prisoners to other locations and putting 204 employees 
out of work. Everyone agrees the closing will have a tremendous financial impact on the 
Bent County community, as well as other towns in southeast Colorado.

Hickenlooper said recently that Fort Lyon is his main concern for economic recovery 
in southeast Colorado and tops the list of priorities for this area, as identified in his 
recent eighty page community assessment of the state.

Bill Long, chairman of the Bent County Commissioners, said he and other area 
representatives are traveling to Washington, D.C. August 7-9 and will meet with numer-
ous departments to seek an alternative to the prison closing. Long said, “We’re meeting 
with officials from the Bureau of Prisons, Veteran’s Administration, Homeland Security, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, the White House liaison for the Wounded Warrior Program, 
Department of Labor and Job Corps, as well as the Department of Defense and De-
partment of Justice, plus the U.S. Federal Marshalls office and various congressional 
delegations.” Long told the governor, the Bent County community is taking a realistic 
approach to a long vacancy at the facility, and all their efforts are coming with a cost. 
“The Bent County Development Foundation and the county is spending about $15,000 
a month on consultants, all from non-budgeted funds and an additional $2,000 a 
month on travel expenses,” Long added. He asked about the possibility of some financial 
aid from the state to continue local efforts to find a buyer for the prison. Long also asked 
that even though the prison will be closed come March, the state allow some activity to 
be maintained at the site, adding it would be very important in maintaining relations 
with two of three firms that have shown interest in the prison site. Long ended his state-
ment saying he is optimistic that the prison can be repurposed, but not confident that it 
will happen before the March deadline. (Remainder of story online at theprowersjournal.
com). By Russ Baldwin

Council Questions Need for Train/Bus Depot
Known as the Multi Modal System, the Lamar City Council reviewed the increased 

construction costs of what would be an ARRA funded depot located east of the Lamar 
Chamber of Commerce offices. With little guaranteed return on an expensive investment, 
the council decided against taking any action on the FASTER grant and allowed it to slip 
by for the time being. There were a lot of cons and few pros optioned at the Monday night 
council meeting. The project is under CDOT to erect a 1,000 square foot waiting room 
building for bus and train travelers. What was a $120,000 project has become, according 
to city administrator, Bill Pfeilsticker, an almost $600,000 project, with the city’s share 
inflating to $120,000, not the originally stated $20,000. Pfeilsticker said there would be 
little in-kind services the city could contribute as its share, and the city land involved was 
probably not valued at that level. The city could also bear the brunt of heat, light, water, 
sanitation, janitorial services and staffing the building, as neither Amtrak nor Greyhound 
had offered to share in upkeep to this point. The council deliberated that as most ticket 
sales could be conducted either online at once, or when boarding a bus or train, there 
would be no need for a ticket booth at the building, which would basically provide rest 
rooms, snack machines and chairs and benches for people waiting to continue their jour-
ney. The city would also have to provide for architect fees and an environmental impact 
study. Pfeilsticker said the city’s funding would be a reimbursement grant in that, the city 
provided the funding up front and was compensated at a later date, putting a drain on 
cash reserves and the annual budget. The council agreed they did not see a financial ben-
efit to the city for constructing the building.

With no opposition voiced to two public hearings involving sales of alcohol, the 
council voted in favor of an application for temporary modification of premises for Jay 
Gruber, owner of the Buzzard’s Roost in Lamar and an Eagles Lodge fish fry. Gruber 
plans to barricade a portion of West Hickory Street to hold an annual outdoor concert on 
September 17 and 18 called the Road Jam. Lamar Police Chief Gary McCrea said there 
were no problems during last year’s Jam and only one or two situations involving a police 
appearance at the bar over several months duration. Gruber said he’ll employ extra staff 
for crowd control and no one under 21 will be allowed inside the fencing. The outdoor 
music performances will move inside the bar each night at midnight. The council also 
approved a special event permit for the Fraternal Order of Eagles #3898 in Lamar for an 
August 6 fish fry in the rear parking lot. The beer tent will be open to the public and steps 
will be taken to prevent any minors from entering. Bill Wootten, who spoke on behalf of 
the Eagles, said the fish fry is maintaining the traditional Game and Fish Club’s annual 
event which has also been held at other locations around the city in past years (Remainder 
of story online at theprowersjournal.com). By Russ Baldwin

Win a Free Night at Cuchara Inn!
Get ALERT for the perfect getaway this September.  Register by August 29, 2011 to 

receive breaking news from The Prowers Journal email Alerts, and you could win a FREE 
overnight stay at the Cuchara Inn on Saturday, September 17, 2011.

The Cuchara Inn offers the perfect getaway… a world apart, but still close to home.  
There’s no obligation to register for The Prowers Journal Alert emails, sponsored by Colo-
rado East Bank & Trust.   We email only breaking news stories to the email address 
you select, and that email is kept confidential.  Stay up to date on local activities in your 
community… breaking news stories, sometimes within minutes of it happening!  Regis-
ter your email by sending an email to theprowersjournal@gmail.com or stop by Robinson 
Printing and one of the staff will help to get you signed up.  The winner will be selected 
Tuesday, August 29, 2011 at 5pm and will get a FREE NIGHT of lodging at the Cuchara 
Inn on Saturday, September 17th - the Cuchara Inn’s website is: http://thecucharainn.com.

Sign up for Breaking News at: theprowersjournal@gmail.com



The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.
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Your award-winning local  
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www.semhs.org 
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& Harley Davidson Service

24 HR. TOWING
Any Size... Motorcycles to Semi’s

411 N. 12th St – Lamar, CO 81052 – 719.336.3205
RON & LONNA COOK - Owners

WALLACE
Gas & Oil, Inc.
WALLACE
Gas & Oil, Inc.

606 N. Main St.  •  P.O. Box 1107
Lamar, Colorado 81052

(719) 336-7787  •  (719) 336-3588 fax
wallace@cminet.net

Cathy Buxton - Owner

411 East Elm St - Lamar, CO - 719.688.6371

SUMMER AC
TIVITIES

AUGUST 19th

BACK TO SCHOOL BBQ
from 6 - 8 pm

at the Lamar Park

Questions?  Call Callie 719.688.6371

formerly P3

We hope everyone enjoyed
their Summer!

Good Luck this Fall!!

Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the 

Lamar Parks and Rec Department.   Just like a li-

brary, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls, 

hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball 

nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and 

horseshoes.  Check yours out today, call 336-2774.

WANTED
Man or Woman with Integrity

Those Without Need Not Apply
Detention Deputy & Patrol Deputy

contact Undersheriff Ron Trowbridge

(719) 336-8050

PROWERS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Law Enforcement 
11P-2135 Courthouse Security Incident   15:02:05 07/22/11 B Settles       OHS
Dep. Settles arrested Arturo Velasquez, 53, of Lamar at the Prowers County Courthouse 
on a warrant out of Prowers County District court for Failure to Comply on the origi-
nal charges of Failure to Register as a Sex Offender.  Velasquez is being held on $2,500 
bond.

——————————————————————————–
11P-2100 Suspicious Person/Circumstance 21:33:26 07/18/11 T Weisenhorn    
OHS
Detective T Weisenhorn responded to the 19000 Blk of Hwy 50 on a report of subjects 
running out into traffic. Detective located an intoxicated male party who was lost. Party 
was transported to his home.

——————————————————————————–
11P-2111 Suspicious Person/Circumstance 23:50:50 07/19/11 T Weisenhorn    
OHS
Detective T Weisenhorn responded to the Wiley area on a report of suspicious activity. 
Detective located several intersections in Wiley were blocked off with Sheriff ’s tape. De-
tective removed the tape and will contact the subjects who blocked off the street.

——————————————————————————–
11P-2155 Civil Standby                  07:56:25 07/24/11 JE Weisenhorn   OHS
Deputy J Weisenhorn responded to the 8000 block of County Rd RR for a civil standby.  
Upon arrival the RP stated her chicken was in the neighbor’s yard and needed a civil 
standby while she retrieved it. The chicken did return to the owner yard without inci-
dent.

——————————————————————————–
Weisenhorn    CAA Detective T Weisenhorn contacted a vehicle in the 33000 Blk of Cnty 
Rd 7. Shelly
Lara was arrested for DUID, Child Abuse, possession of 2 oz or less marijuana, possession 
of drug paraphernalia, and failed to provide an approved child restraint system 4-16 yrs 
old. Lara is being held at the Prowers County Jail.

See the full report online at: theprowersjournal.com

Obituaries
Louise Brown - December 24, 1940 - July 24, 2011 - A Celebration of Life for Lamar 
resident Florence Louise Brown will be held at 2:00 PM on Thursday, July 28, 2011 at 
the Peacock Family Chapel with Ian Blacker of the Lamar Christian Church Officiat-
ing.   Visitation for Louise will be held on Wednesday, July 27, 2011 from 1:00 PM until 
7:00 PM and from 9:00 AM to service time on Thursday at the Peacock Family Chapel.  
Memorial Contributions may be made to the Louise Brown Memorial Fund in care of 
the funeral home office.  For current information and online condolences please visit the 
website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Betty E. Canfield - July 8, 1929 - July 23, 2011 - A Celebration of Life for long-
time Lamar resident, Betty E. Canfield will be held at 2:00PM, Friday, July 29, 2011 at 
the Peacock Family Chapel with Ian Blacker of the Lamar Christian Church officiating. 
Visitation for Betty will be held from 1:00PM to 7:00PM on Thursday, July 28, 2011 at 
the Peacock Funeral Home.  Memorial Contributions may be made to the Lamar Area 
Hospice direct or in care of the funeral home office.  For current information and online 
condolences, please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Theda A. Melton - September 23, 1917 - July 21, 2011 - A Celebration of Life for 
former longtime Lamar resident, currently of Colorado Springs, Theda A. Melton will 
be held at 10:00 AM on Thursday, July 28, 2011 at the Peacock Funeral Home with Ian 
Blacker of the Lamar Christian Church officiating. Interment will follow at Fairmount 
Cemetery.   Per Theda’s request there will be no public viewing.   Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Lamar Area Hospice either direct or in care of the funeral home of-
fice.  For current information and online condolences please visit the website at www.
peacockfuneralhome.com.
Doris D. Hawkins - September 16, 1963 - July 20, 2011 - A private family disposition 
of cremains will be held at a later date for Lamar, Colorado resident, Doris D. Hawkins.  
Per Doris’ request cremation will take place and there will be no public visitation.  Those 
desiring may make memorial contributions to the Doris Hawkins memorial fund in care 
of Peacock Funeral Home in Lamar.  For additional information and online condolences 
please visit our website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Charles E. Mitchell  -  January 7, 1934 – July 19, 2011 - Funeral services for Hasty, 
Colorado resident Charles E. Mitchell were  Saturday  July 23, 2011 at the Hasty Friends     
Church in Hasty, CO. Rev. Gary Pritchard officiated and burial followed in the Union 
Valley Cemetery at Hasty, CO.  Those desiring may make memorial contributions to the 
Hasty Volunteer Fire and Ambulance Fund or to the Hasty Friends Church, either directly 
or through Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel of Lamar, CO.  For additional information and 
online condolences please visit the website at www.valleymemorialfc.com.
Barbara J. Cline - June 3,1933 – July 26, 2011 - Funeral services for Holly, CO, 
resident Barbara Jeanne Cline will be held at 10:00 AM Saturday July 30, 2011 at Valley 
Memorial Funeral Chapel in Holly, CO.  Pastor Eugene Birt will officiate the service and 
burial will follow at Hillside Cemetery in Granada, Colorado. Visitation for Mrs. Cline 
will be held from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., Friday July 29, 2011 and from 8:30 a.m. to time 
of service on Saturday at Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in Holly, CO. Those desiring 
may make memorial contributions to Holly Ambulance Fund directly or through Valley 
Memorial Funeral Chapel, P.O. Box 275, Holly, CO 81047.  For additional information 
and online condolences please visit the website at www.valleymemorialfc.com.

Upcoming Events
Friday, July 29 - Lamar Eagles Steak Night
Tuesday, August 2 - Granada, National Night Out
Wednesday, August 3 - Lamar City Council Breakfast, 7am, Taco Johns • Holly Com-
mercial Club, United Methodist Church, Noon • Holly Town Board Meeting, 7pm

June 2011 Unemployment Percentages
Employers in Colorado added 4,500 nonfarm payroll jobs from May to June for a to-

tal of 2,236,200 jobs, according to the survey of business establishments. The government 
sector declined by 2,600 payroll jobs and the private sector added 7,100. 

The unemployment rate decreased two-tenths of a percentage point to 8.5 percent 
based on household survey results. The labor force decreased by 10,500 to 2,681,500 and 
total employment decreased 5,800 to 2,453,100 causing the number of unemployed to 
drop 4,800 and the unemployment rate to decline. This is the fourth consecutive monthly 
decline in the unemployment rate. However, in March, April and May the decline was 
due to an increase in total employment. The national unemployment rate increased from 
9.1 to 9.2 percent over the same period. 

Over the year, the unemployment rate is down three-tenths of one percentage point 
from 8.8 percent in June 2010. The number of Coloradans participating in the labor 
force declined 7,700, total employment increased 1,800 and the number of unemployed 
decreased 9,600. The national unemployment rate declined from 9.5 to 9.2 percent from 
June 2010 to 2011. 

The percentages for southeast Colorado Counties are as follows: 
                       June 2011            May 2011             June 2010 
Baca  4.2  3.9  4.1
Bent  8.5  8.2  8.1
Kiowa  4.5  3.8  4.7
Kit Carson 5.0  4.9  4.8
Las Animas 9.3  8.9  9.9
Crowley  9.6   9.5  10.9
Otero  9.9  9.2 ` 9.1
Prowers  6.8   5.8  6.9 

Delores County had the highest unemployment figure in the state at 13.6% fol-
lowed by Costilla at 13% and Saguache at 12.8%.


